Hypertrophic Pachymeningitis and Hydrocephalus-The Role of Neuroendoscopy: Case Report and Review of the Literature.
Hypertrophic pachymeningitis (HP) is a rare primary or secondary inflammatory disorder that manifests with thickening of dura mater involving predominantly the tentorium and falx in the focal form. Hydrocephalus has not been reported in association with secondary HP. A 61-year-old woman presented with intracranial HP of the posterior fossa secondary to Wegener granulomatosis not responsive to corticosteroid therapy. Owing to the association of noncommunicating hydrocephalus, endoscopic third ventriculostomy was performed. There was immediate improvement of neurologic symptoms and no postoperative complications. The patient had very good clinical and radiologic outcome at 1-year follow-up. In a case of noncommunicating hydrocephalus related to focal HP of the posterior fossa, endoscopic third ventriculostomy was effective in resolving symptoms related to increased intracranial pressure. The physiopathogenetic mechanisms and therapeutic strategies were discussed along with a review of the most relevant literature.